FOUR BAD KINGS
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God has called us to leave the wilderness and enter into the land of promise. No more wandering around. 

It(s time for the old wineskins to be cast aside and for God(s people to enter into the new outpouring of His Spirit. And walk in our God given destiny. [Linda has been saying (dimension(]

Satan will try and stop us before we can cross the Jordan [into our land] by sending the kings of the land out after us. [demonic rulers & powers] But God will use them for His purpose to cleanse us of everything that is not of Him. 

In Numbers chapter 21, we find the children of Israel, with Moses getting ready to move out of the wilderness and into the Promised Land. They were not to attack any of the kings around them, but simply pass through their land. The kings of the land did not trust them, so they came out against them and attacked them. 

Satan does not want the Church crossing into her Promised Land, for he knows that when she does, the Messiah is soon to come and the devil and his angels will soon be judged. This is the same reason Satan tried to stop Israel from going into the Promised Land, for he knew that the Messiah was promised to come and crush his head as the Scriptures foretold.

God revealed to me that the names of these kings are meant to give us understanding of the tactics the enemy will use to war against us.

1 - KING OF ARAD
Numbers 21:1-3   When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, then he fought against Israel and took some of them captive. 2 So Israel made a vow to the LORD and said, "If You will indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities." 3 The LORD heard the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites; then they utterly destroyed them and their cities. Thus the name of the place was called Hormah.  NASU
In Numbers 21:1 the Canaanite came out against Israel. His name was the King of Arad. Canaanite means, "to subdue or overcome." Either we overcome the devil or he overcomes us! There is no peace treaty with him! 
Arad means, "to separate or isolate." This is just what the enemy did to them. They fought against Israel, and took some of them captive and separated them. 

This is what happens to us when we have divisions in our marriages, family, churches, and businesses. 

This keeps us from going forward in what the Lord has called us to do. Jesus said, "( Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and a house divided against itself falls" (Luke 11:17). 
God used this to teach Israel [in the wilderness] how to fight as one man together in unity. 

NEGEV
The prophet Isaiah described the Negev as a land of trouble and anguish, hardship and distress a bad-land populated by lions and poisonous snakes (Isa 30:6).

The enemy wants to subdue, overcome, and destroy us by a spirit of division that comes on us through trouble, anguish, hardships, and distress.

Prov 6:16‑19   There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue,

hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,

feet that are quick to rush into evil, 

19 a false witness who pours out lies 

and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.  NASU
In verse two, they made a vow unto the Lord that they would destroy the enemy if God gave them their people back. "And the LORD heard the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; then they utterly destroyed them and their cities" (Numbers 21:3). 

We must also make a vow to the Lord to destroy these enemies of division and strife from our midst and God will give us the victory.

2 - KING SIHON

Num 21:21‑24   Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon, king of the Amorites, saying, 

22 " Let me pass through your land. We will not turn off into field or vineyard; we will not drink water from wells. We will go by the king's highway until we have passed through your border." 

23 But Sihon would not permit Israel to pass through his border. So Sihon gathered all his people and went out against Israel in the wilderness, and came to Jahaz and fought against Israel.
King Sihon went out against Israel. His name means, "to strike down." This is when all the storms and trials come against us to stop us from going forward when we are doing the will of God. 

The devil will lie to you and tell you that you must be out of the will of God when trouble happens in your life.

Paul(s testimony was that it was not always easy to be where God wants you. "Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure" (2 Corinthians 11:25-27). 

We must not stop if God is leading the way. We must press through all of our difficulties!
King Sihon lived in Heshbon, meaning "intellect and human reasoning." This demon comes after people that want to live by our own understanding and reasoning, rather than by what God has asked them to do. 

Many times God gives us directions on what to do, but our mind tries to take over. 

Think about what God told Joshua to do: he was to cross the Jordan River when it was at flood stage. When their feet touched the water, it would divide. The mind does not understand this. 

Then, they were to march around the city of Jericho, blow their horns, and the walls would come down. God says, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:9). 

We must forsake our thoughts, if we are to fulfill His will for our life.

Num 21:24‑25   Then Israel struck him with the edge of the sword, and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the sons of Ammon; for the border of the sons of Ammon was  Jazer. 25 Israel took all these cities and Israel lived in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all her villages.
Israel defeated this attacking spirit, but then settled in the city of Heshbon (intellect, and human reasoning(. 

We need to be carful that when we defeat Satan we do not settle for the natural realm. Some people have gone so far in God, but then started to live in the power of their mind, in order to please people. We must go on to live in the Spirit, and posses the land that God has promised to give us.
3 - KING OG

In verse 33 another king named Og came out against Israel. You might ask, what kind of name is OG? Remember God had all these names and people named and recorded to give us understanding. 
"For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope" (Romans 15:4).
Og means (gigantic( He was one of the last representatives of the giant race of Rephaim. He ruled over sixty cities. Your enemy will try to make himself look bigger than you can handle. Remember we have a great big God, and a little bitty devil. 

David said to Goliath, (You come against me with the arm of the flesh, but I come in the name of the Lord(.
Og also lived in another city called Edrei, meaning "power of the flesh." We cannot give in to self-promotion or doing God's work in the power of the flesh. Seeds of self-glorification must be put to death before we can qualify for the fullness of His Spirit in these last days. 

We must be willing to wait upon the Lord and His power. "Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts" (Zechariah 4:6). Jesus said in Matthew 23:2, "The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses." 
We must let God put us in the position of life that He wants us in. "For not from the east, nor from the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation; But God is the Judge; He puts down one, and exalts another" (Ps 75:6-7). 

4 - BALAK KING OF MOAB

In Numbers 22, a fourth king came after them, but in a different way. The king of Moab knew that his armies could not defeat them in battle because he had seen the other kingdoms fall before them. 

So Balak, the king, hired a man named Balaam to curse them so that they would be destroyed. Balak offered him great amounts of money to do it, but Balaam found out that he could not curse anything God had blessed. 

He said, "How shall I curse whom God has not cursed? And how can I denounce, whom the LORD has not denounced" (Numbers 23:8)?

Balaam blessed the people of God three times. 
Many believe that Balaam was a true prophet of God, except for his love of money. Many people have had this problem in our day. It is something we all must stand guard against. 

Balak did not know what to do, but Satan did not give up. Balaam figured out a plan; if he could not curse them, then he would get God to do bring judgment. We are under God's umbrella of protection from our enemies, but if we willfully commit blatant sin, our protection is removed. Balaam knew this. This is such a serious thing that Jesus brought it out in the book of  Revelation 2:14, "But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality."
Numbers 25 deals with the whole account of how Israel played the harlot with the daughters of Moab. 

24,000 Israelis died by the plague. God said to them:

"For they have been hostile to you with their tricks, with which they have deceived you in the affair of Peor, and in the affair of Cozbi, the daughter of the leader of Midian, their sister who was slain on the day of the plague because of Peor" (Numbers 25:18).
It's interesting to note that Balak means, "waster, spoiler, or destroyer." For he was the only one to destroy Israel by his tricks and not by warfare. 

This speaks loudly about our enemy. "Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field" (Genesis 3:1). "In order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes (tricks)" (2 Corinthians 2:11).
It should be no surprise that the Moabites were the ones to get Israel caught in the web of sexual sin. Their family history was incest and sexual sins. These were the sons of Lot, born out of incest and drunkenness. 

Everyone who goes into the Promised Land must pass through the land of these kings of division, tribulations, love of money, lust of the flesh, and sexual perversions and overcome them! 

There are no short cuts to God's success, for we must all gain experience through our endeavors and trials.

God is going to have a people for His own possession that will receive all that He has promised them. Why not us! So let us press on!

God(s people overcame & possessed the land. We overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony.
