Are You Waiting for Your Prince to Rescue You, 
Or are You Preparing to Fight With Your King in the Battle?
By Kent Angeloff
Picture this scene:  Your best friend who led you to the Lord was tortured and then publicly beheaded for his outspoken belief in Jesus.  You can’t buy food in the grocery store because you don’t bear the mark of the beast.  The whole earth seems to be breaking apart with catastrophic flooding in some areas and unbelievable drought in others; hurricanes, earthquakes and tornados are regular events.  You’re afraid for your life and the lives of your family every day.  Such are some of the worst images of the end of times, and I have no doubt they don’t come even close to the true terror that will be occurring during the Apocalypse.

Now wouldn’t it be comforting to think all believers will be rescued before any of the truly horrible things happen?  That the Prince of Peace will ride in on his horse and rescue us from the tribulation?  Much of the modern Church believes just that.  Some believe we will be raptured before the tribulation begins; this school of thought is referred to as “pre-trib”.  Some believe the rapture will occur “mid-trib”, after some of the end time events begin, but before things get too unbearable for believers.  Then there are those who believe Christ will return “post-trib”, truly at the end of times, and believers will be on the earth during all the horrors of the Apocalypse.

There are numerous different views concerning end time events.  Many gifted scholars and Bible teachers have studied these perplexing events for years and have written a multitude of articles and books about the last days.  Much of the time these various opinions have served to only further divide the Church body.  I’m sure that was not their intent; we are all searching for the truth about spiritual things.  One good thing I have observed is that when people study the end times, even though they may have different beliefs, they all come away with a renewed urgency to live for the Lord and introduce others to the way of salvation.    

The truth is none of us can say with any complete certainly how the end of times will unfold.  Nor, quite frankly, does it matter in the most literal sense.  What God intends to happen will happen – regardless of how we think it will occur.  However, I do think there is some value in studying eschatology so that we can (1) recognize the foreshadowing events of the end of times; and (2) so we are prepared mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the battles that will ensue.  

The Lord has been encouraging me to question some of my beliefs, delve into the scriptures as never before, cast off my preconceived notions, and with an open mind, “eyes that would see and ears that would hear” and much prayer, listen to the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Quite honestly, I think it’s important for all believers to question their beliefs, and to question the doctrines they’re taught, no matter how respected the source.  I don’t think we should question just to be disrespectful or disagreeable, but so we will personally know what we believe and why.  The only way to really own your beliefs is to test them.  The truth will always withstand testing.  If a belief doesn’t stand up to questioning, it’s not worth having.  

I do not want to become another clanging cymbal, dividing members of the Church on doctrinal issues of the second coming, nor do I want to disrespect others.  I am just on a quest for the truth.  I do not claim to have it all figured out; many of the last day events found in the Scriptures are still a mystery to me and I am sure I will adjust my beliefs as time goes by.  My only hope is that this article will stir your heart to study deeply into the word of God and you will become more prepared for the days that are right in front of us.

Mike Bickle, the president and director of the International House of Prayer in Kansas City, Missouri, writes:

The most controversial point is my conviction that the Church will go through the tribulation (in great victory and power). This differs from the popular pre-tribulation rapture view that teaches that the Church will be raptured at any minute and will, therefore, miss the end-time revival and crisis. The Bible does teach that the Church will be raptured. The issue is one of timing. The Church will be raptured at the end of the tribulation, rather than at the beginning. I honor the godliness and wisdom of many who hold the pre-tribulation rapture view, but I see it as a serious mistake that will leave many unprepared. We can disagree in a spirit of meekness without a spirit of debate. The reality of the tribulation is too weighty to reduce it to arguments.  [ihop.org - End Times - Overview of the Book of Revelation] 

Corrie Ten Boom, whose family suffered in Nazi prison camps during World War II for the crime of protecting Jews, preached that the pre-tribulation rapture doctrine would leave the Christian church ill-prepared for witness under persecution, just as it had in China when Mao Zedong rose to power and warned that Pre-Tribulationism was the sort of false doctrine that Jesus warned about.  Corrie Ten Boom said,

ADVANCE \d4In China, the Christians were told, “Don’t worry, before the tribulation comes you will be translated – raptured.” Then came a terrible persecution. Millions of Christians were tortured to death. Later I heard a Bishop from China say, sadly, “We have failed. We should have made the people strong for persecution rather than telling them Jesus would come first. Tell the people how to be strong in times of persecution, how to stand when the tribulation comes – to stand and not faint.”  [Wikipedia – Post Tribulation Rapture]
[Read Corrie’s entire article about preparing for tribulation at the end of this article.]

Our best guide to finding the truth is the Holy Scriptures.  We must look at what is written and allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into the truth.  As you take time to read this article, ask the Holy Spirit to be with you and to flood your spiritual eyes with the truth. Lay down any preconceived ideas and look at the word of God, just the way it is written.  

One of the mistakes people make when they read the Bible is they accidently insert their beliefs into the text instead of reading the text to establish their beliefs. I urge you to believe only what you can clearly see in the Holy Scriptures.  I thought many of my beliefs were true until I did a deep search into the Bible and read the text word for word.  I have changed many of my beliefs because they did not line up with Scripture; some of them were not even in the Bible, they were just religious ideas taught by men and sometimes even conflicted with the Bible. 

The Timing of the End

Daniel 12:1-3 says, 

1 Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  NASU

Daniel’s end time prophecy describes a time of tribulation on this earth which is like nothing at any other time in history.  It will be a horrific time and many terrible things will take place as described in great detail in the book of Revelation and elsewhere in the Bible.

Everyone whose name is found in the book of life will be rescued before the Lord destroys the evil, ruling forces on the earth.

Daniel describes two resurrections. [Dan 12:2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.] The first resurrection will include those who have been found righteous under the old covenant and those who have died believing in Jesus and have received Him as their Lord and Savior. They will be resurrected and will reign with Jesus through the millennium and will live eternally as the bride of Christ. This resurrection will take place at the rapture of the believers who are still alive on the earth at that time.

The second resurrection will include all of the evil people who lived and died throughout earth’s history. This resurrection will take place after the thousand year millennial reign of Jesus Christ and His church. They will face the great white throne judgment and will be thrown into the lake of fire.

These apocalyptic events are explained in more detail in Revelation chapter 20.  

I believe God’s people will be on the earth during the tribulation period.  Daniel 12:3 says, (Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.( God’s people will have godly insight into the apocalyptic events going on and they will shine brightly. They will be the light of the world during this dark time.  Daniel tells us they will lead many to righteousness; this will be the greatest harvest of souls of any time in history.

Isa 60:2 ...darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples;

But the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. NASU

Many people who take the mark of the beast will be lost, but many, who do not will be saved because God’s people will be powerful witnesses for Jesus during the last days, just like Daniel was a great witness to Babylonia and its kings in his day.

2 Thessalonians 2

The context of 2 Thessalonians, Chapter 2, is the second coming of Jesus and the rapture/resurrection of the Church, our gathering together to Him.  This chapter of the Bible is very important to understand as it relates to end time teaching. I encourage you to read it in full before continuing with this study. 

 2 Thess 2:1  Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  Do not believe that the day of the Lord has come unless certain things have come to pass.  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, NASB

We are told not to let anyone deceive us.  That is why it is important to study the Bible on the topic of the end times, rather than relying upon some of the many teachings of man concerning these events.  Deception in one area can lead to deception about many different truths about God.  

The Apostle Paul teaches the Church in this chapter that two things will happen before we can conclude that the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ has come to pass and the day of the Lord has been completed.
First, a great falling away (the apostasy) will take place.
  Secondly, the man of lawlessness (Satan, the beast, the Antichrist, the false prophet) will be made known. The day of the Lord is not complete until these two things take place.

Daniel’s visions are very revealing and by studying them we can come to an understanding of what the man of lawlessness will be like and what kind of things will happen in the last days.

He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law.  Then the saints shall be given into his hand, for a time and times and half a time.  Daniel 7:25, NKJV

Notice that in Daniel’s vision the saints are persecuted under the rule of the man of lawlessness and not removed at this time. God will deal with the Antichrist in His own time and take his kingdoms away from him and hand them over to God’s own people.
  

26 But the court shall be seated, And they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.  Daniel 7:26-27, NKJV

I absolutely believe these verses are talking about the church of the Lord Jesus Christ who will reign with Him throughout eternity.

Jesus prayed for His disciples, “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.” John 17:15, NKJV  We must believe that God is able to keep us and use us for His glory during this dark time on earth, until the kingdoms are handed over to the saints.

Paul further “makes known” the man of lawlessness.  

[The man of lawlessness] who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.  2 Thess 2:4 NASB

The man of lawlessness will exalt himself above all religions and will be known to Christians when he takes his seat in the temple of God.  Daniel and Jesus both describe this as “the abomination of desolations”.  

And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.  Daniel 9:27, NASU

Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.  Matt 24:15, NASU

The Antichrist will declare that he is God therefore God’s people will not need much discernment when he is standing in the holy temple.

Perilous Times
Paul had discussed the end times with the church at Thessalonia in the past.  He now reminds the Thessalonians what he explained to them about the man of lawlessness.

5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed.  2 Thess 2:5-6

I believe the church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, is restraining the man of lawlessness, and there will come a period in time that the Father has predetermined, when the man of lawlessness will be made known to all of creation.  I will explain this as you read on.

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 2 Thess 2:7

The secret work of Satan has been carrying on since the fall of man in the Garden of Eden.  Mankind is oblivious to the work of Satan and can only understand his evil work of lawlessness when they are born again. 

only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken
 out of the way.   2 Thess 2:7b (emphasis added)

God’s people have been holding back the work of Satan and will continue to do so until they are “taken out of the way” at the rapture/resurrection.  For some reason people have interpreted this verse to mean that there will be a pre-tribulation rapture of the church.  Does this verse of Scripture say that?  It actually just says “until”.  Be careful not to read a belief or teaching you have heard into this text; just read the words.  The question we need to ask is, “When is until?”  The answer can be found in the Scriptures.  I believe Satan will be restrained until the gathering away of God’s people from the earth just prior to his destruction. God’s people will be raptured at the last trumpet blast, just prior to the seven bowl judgments of the wrath of God that will be poured out on the man of lawlessness.  [1 Cor. 15:50-52; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 11:15-17]

Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  2 Thess 2:8

The Glorious Return
There are many different beliefs about the last days. I wish the Church did not even have this great controversy about the rapture, because the return of our Savior is going to be so glorious that we should all be anticipating it with great joy.  But just like all the important doctrines of the Church, the return of Jesus is met with much debate and differences of opinion.  

Although I have extensively studied many different viewpoints, it is not my intention to cover all the different beliefs about the rapture in this article.  I just want to state what I believe, show you the Scriptures, and let you make up your own mind. The opinions I have concerning the end times have come with much studying and prayer that God would lead me to the truth.  My conclusions did not come over night and I am sure that if you are serious about understanding the end times, your opinions will only be formed after many hours of studying and prayer.   

I believe Jesus’ return will be visible, glorious and with great wrath that will bring destruction to the forces of the lawless one.  Further, I believe Scripture is clear that Jesus will return to the earth after the tribulation (not before it to rescue us).  Both Matthew’s and Mark’s gospels discuss this timing in identical terms:

29 But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the son of man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. Matt 24:29-31 NASU, emphasis added]

Notice the three italicized portions of this Scripture.  “Immediately after the tribulation . . . The Son of Man will appear . . . they [the angels] will gather together His elect”.  I believe the Bible plainly teaches us here that the rapture/resurrection will take place immediately after the tribulation period.  Jesus will gather His saints out of the earth and come with the armies of heaven to bring swift destruction upon the Antichrist and his forces.

Mark 13:24-27 reiterates this point:

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, 23 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken.  26 Then they will see the son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  27 And then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest end of the earth to the farthest end of heaven.  NASU

Can it be any clearer that the rapture/resurrection will take place after the tribulation?  The great tribulation is even described in this portion of Scripture by quoting Isaiah 13:10, 34:4, and Ezekiel 32:7:  “The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers that are in heaven will be shaken.”  All this happens before The Son of Man appears in the clouds and the angels are sent forth to gather God’s people together.

The Bible is also clear that the Rapture will occur in association with the last trumpet.  The last trumpet refers to the last battle, the end of times.  

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed -- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

1 Cor 15:50-52 NKJV

16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  1 Thess. 4:16-17 NKJV

15 Then the seventh angel sounded [his, the seventh and final trumpet]: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, (The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever((  Rev. 11:15 NKJV
Jesus, himself, describes the fact that believers will suffer during the tribulation:
4 And Jesus answered and said to them, (See to it that no one misleads you.  5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.  6 You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.  7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  8 But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 9 Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.  10 At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another.  11 Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.  12 Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.  13 But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.  14 This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.”  Matt 24:4-16

Jesus not only states that believers will endure the tribulation, but he also warns of the massive apostasy discussed earlier in 2 Thess 2:3.  Jesus indicates that although the love of many “will grow cold”, some believers will be saved because they endure to the end and live their lives as a testimony to Jesus and are preaching the gospel in all the earth.  Only “then the end will come.”  (Matt 24:16, emphasis added)
Most of the church does not understand the threat of martyrdom, but there are many places in the world today where it is very dangerous to be a Christian. We must be aware that there are many opposing forces in our world. The devil hates Christians and will raise up evil forces to come against God’s people.  This will only increase as we approach the last days.  If we keep thinking we’ll be rescued (raptured/resurrected) before we have to endure the suffering of the tribulation, we will be unpleasantly surprised and, worse yet, ill prepared to endure it.

The book of Daniel contains stories which foreshadow what the days of the reign of the beast will be like.  Many saints will be martyred during this time, but many victories also will be won. 

In the book of Daniel, chapter 3, the king of Babylon threw Daniel’s companions, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego into a furnace because they would not bow to an idol.  The three were delivered by an angel and came out of the fire not even smelling like smoke, even though the men who threw them into the furnace were burned up because the fire was so hot.  Then in chapter 6, Daniel’s political enemies plotted to have Daniel thrown into a lion’s den, but Daniel walked away unharmed.  Those who came up with the terrible scheme were thrown into the lion’s den instead, and were eaten alive.  These are the kind of things that will happen in the last days.  These are examples of some of the victories God’s people will enjoy that will, in turn, cause others to believe in Jesus.  However, for every Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, there may be a thousand believers who have been martyred.  For every Daniel, there will be many Christians who ended up as lion chow.  God’s people need be strong in their faith and prepared that deliverance and rescue may not be their destined path.  Are you ready to endure torture and death for your faith?  I’d like to think I am, but I know of saints greater than I who were not prepared when the time came.  Without ample preparation, I fear for the body of Christ.  However, those who successfully endure martyrdom will receive a better resurrection.

35 ([O]thers were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.   Heb 11:35-38 NASU

Most church people don’t want to hear about what a privilege it is to partnership with Christ in His sufferings.  They only want to have good things happen to them, but there are many antichrist spirits in this world with which we must contend.  We must become strong in faith so we can stand against the forces of the evil one in this day and in the hour to come.  

The Rise and Rule of the Antichrist

Daniel describes what the world will be like under his reign.

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom,

When the transgressors have reached their fullness,

A king shall arise, Having fierce features,

Who understands sinister schemes. 

24 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;

He shall destroy fearfully, And shall prosper and thrive;

He shall destroy the mighty, and also the holy people.
25 Through his cunning 

He shall cause deceit to prosper under his rule; 

And he shall exalt himself in his heart.

He shall destroy many in their prosperity.

He shall even rise against the Prince of princes;

But he shall be broken without human means.   

Daniel 8:23-25 NKJV, emphasis added]

Once again, the Bible indicates that God’s people will be on earth during this horrific time.  Although it’s terrifying to think of living at this time, believers need to keep in mind what happens when Jesus comes back and conquers this evil ruler.  Read Revelation, chapter 20, in its entirety below.

Rev 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.

4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 

Satan Freed, Doomed

7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Judgment at the Throne of God

Rev 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. NASU (emphasis added)

As I study these things I want to go out and win the lost for Jesus before it’s too late.  Those who do not receive the love of the truth and become saved (i.e., born again, Christians) will have a deluding influence come upon them and will believe what is false. They will be deceived; they will take the mark of the beast and become his worshipers.

11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.  2 Thess 2:11-12 NASU

They will stand before the White Throne of Judgment and be judged by what is written in the books.  They will be in the end destroyed in the lake of fire. 

I truly hope that you will follow up on my opinions by reading the scriptures, praying for revelation, and forming your own, biblically established beliefs regarding end times theology.  While none of us is entirely clear on each and every detail, let me make one final point.  If I’m completely wrong and Christians are, indeed, rescued before the tribulation becomes very difficult to bear, there’s really “no harm, no foul”.  But what if you don’t believe what I’ve said and I’m right?  The worst case scenario is you won’t be prepared and you’ll run a greater risk of being one of those whose love will grow cold because lawlessness has increased.  (Matt 24:12)

We need to be prepared for the worst this world and the antichrist has to offer – possibly tortured martyrdom for ourselves and our loved ones. We also need to have a renewed energy and motivation for witnessing to the lost, and to live wholeheartedly in love with Jesus. There is a battle going on that will only increase as we move closer to the last days. Are you committed to fight, or are you wanting to escape and miss out on the end time harvest of souls? 
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Written By Corrie Ten Boom in 1974.

ADVANCE \d4
The world is deathly ill. It is dying. The Great Physician has already signed the death certificate. Yet there is still a great work for Christians to do. They are to be streams of living water, channels of mercy to those who are still in the world. It is possible for them to do this because they are overcomers.

ADVANCE \d4Christians are ambassadors for Christ. They are representatives from Heaven to this dying world. And because of our presence here, things will change.

ADVANCE \d4My sister, Betsy, and I were in the Nazi concentration camp at Ravensbruck because we committed the crime of loving Jews. Seven hundred of us from Holland, France, Russia, Poland and Belgium were herded into a room built for two hundred. As far as I knew, Betsy and I were the only two representatives of Heaven in that room.

ADVANCE \d4We may have been the Lord’s only representatives in that place of hatred, yet because of our presence there, things changed. Jesus said, “In the world you shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” We too, are to be overcomers – bringing the light of Jesus into a world filled with darkness and hate.

ADVANCE \d4Sometimes I get frightened as I read the Bible, and as I look in this world and see all of the tribulation and persecution promised by the Bible coming true. Now I can tell you, though, if you too are afraid, that I have just read the last pages. I can now come to shouting “Hallelujah( Hallelujah(” for I have found where it is written that Jesus said, “He that overcometh shall inherit all things: and I will be His God, and he shall be My son.” This is the future and hope of this world. Not that the world will survive – but that we shall be overcomers in the midst of a dying world.

ADVANCE \d4Betsy and I, in the concentration camp, prayed that God would heal Betsy who was so weak and sick. “Yes, the Lord will heal me,”, Betsy said with confidence. She died the next day and I could not understand it. They laid her thin body on the concrete floor along with all the other corpses of the women who died that day.

ADVANCE \d4It was hard for me to understand, to believe that God had a purpose for all that. Yet because of Betsy’s death, today I am traveling all over the world telling people about Jesus.

ADVANCE \d4There are some among us teaching there will be no tribulation, that the Christians will be able to escape all this. These are the false teachers that Jesus was warning us to expect in the latter days. Most of them have little knowledge of what is already going on across the world. I have been in countries where the saints are already suffering terrible persecution. In China, the Christians were told, “Don’t worry, before the tribulation comes you will be translated – raptured.” Then came a terrible persecution. Millions of Christians were tortured to death. Later I heard a Bishop from China say, sadly, “We have failed. We should have made the people strong for persecution rather than telling them Jesus would come first. Tell the people how to be strong in times of persecution, how to stand when the tribulation comes – to stand and not faint.”
ADVANCE \d4I feel I have a divine mandate to go and tell the people of this world that it is possible to be strong in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are in training for the tribulation, but more than sixty percent of the Body of Christ across the world has already entered into the tribulation. There is no way to escape it. We are next.

ADVANCE \d4Since I have already gone through prison for Jesus’ sake, and since I met the Bishop in China, now every time I read a good Bible text I think, “Hey, I can use that in the time of tribulation.” Then I write it down and learn it by heart.

ADVANCE \d4When I was in the concentration camp, a camp where only twenty percent of the women came out alive, we tried to cheer each other up by saying, “Nothing could be any worse than today.” But we would find the next day was even worse. During this time a Bible verse that I had committed to memory gave me great hope and joy. “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you; on their part evil is spoken of, but on your part He is glorified.” (I Peter 3:14) I found myself saying, “Hallelujah( Because I am suffering, Jesus is glorified(”

ADVANCE \d4In America, the churches sing, “Let the congregation escape tribulation”, but in China and Africa the tribulation has already arrived. This last year alone more than two hundred thousand Christians were martyred in Africa. Now things like that never get into the newspapers because they cause bad political relations. But I know. I have been there. We need to think about that when we sit down in our nice houses with our nice clothes to eat our steak dinners. Many, many members of the Body of Christ are being tortured to death at this very moment, yet we continue right on as though we are all going to escape the tribulation.

ADVANCE \d4Several years ago I was in Africa in a nation where a new government had come into power. The first night I was there some of the Christians were commanded to come to the police station to register. When they arrived they were arrested and that same night they were executed. The next day the same thing happened with other Christians. The third day it was the same. All the Christians in the district were being systematically murdered.

ADVANCE \d4The fourth day I was to speak in a little church. The people came, but they were filled with fear and tension. All during the service they were looking at each other, their eyes asking, “Will this one I am sitting beside be the next one killed? Will I be the next one?”

ADVANCE \d4The room was hot and stuffy with insects that came through the screenless windows and swirled around the naked bulbs over the bare wooden benches. I told them a story out of my childhood.

ADVANCE \d4“When I was a little girl, ” I said, “I went to my father and said, “Daddy, I am afraid that I will never be strong enough to be a martyr for Jesus Christ.” “Tell me,” said Father, “When you take a train trip to Amsterdam, when do I give you the money for the ticket? Three weeks before?” “No, Daddy, you give me the money for the ticket just before we get on the train.” “That is right,” my father said, “and so it is with God’s strength. Our Father in Heaven knows when you will need the strength to be a martyr for Jesus Christ. He will supply all you need – just in time(”
ADVANCE \d4My African friends were nodding and smiling. Suddenly a spirit of joy descended upon that church and the people began singing, ” In the sweet, by and by, we shall meet on that beautiful shore.” Later that week, half the congregation of that church was executed. I heard later that the other half was killed some months ago.

ADVANCE \d4But I must tell you something. I was so happy that the Lord used me to encourage these people, for unlike many of their leaders, I had the word of God. I had been to the Bible and discovered that Jesus said He had not only overcome the world, but to all those who remained faithful to the end, He would give a crown of life.

ADVANCE \d4How can we get ready for the persecution? First we need to feed on the word of God, digest it, make it a part of our being. This will mean disciplined Bible study each day as we not only memorize long passages of scripture, but put the principles to work in our lives.

ADVANCE \d4Next we need to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Not just the Jesus of yesterday, the Jesus of History, but the life-changing Jesus of today who is still alive and sitting at the right hand of God.

ADVANCE \d4We must be filled with the Holy Spirit. This is no optional command of the Bible, it is absolutely necessary. Those earthly disciples could never have stood up under the persecution of the Jews and Romans had they not waited for Pentecost. Each of us needs our own personal Pentecost, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We will never be able to stand in the tribulation without it.

ADVANCE \d4In the coming persecution we must be ready to help each other and encourage each other. But we must not wait until the tribulation comes before starting. The fruit of the Spirit should be the dominant force of every Christian’s life.

ADVANCE \d4Many are fearful of the coming tribulation, they want to run. I, too, am a little bit afraid when I think that after all my eighty years, including the horrible nazi concentration camp, that I might have to go through the tribulation also. But then I read the Bible and I am glad.

ADVANCE \d4When I am weak, then I shall be strong, the Bible says. Betsy and I were prisoners for the Lord, we were so weak, but we got power because the Holy Spirit was on us. That mighty inner strengthening of the Holy Spirit helped us through. No, you will not be strong in yourself when the tribulation comes. Rather, you will be strong in the power of Him who will not forsake you. For seventy-six years I have known the Lord Jesus and not once has He ever left me, or let me down. Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him, for I know that to all who overcome, He shall give the crown of life. Hallelujah( 

�   Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 1 Tim 4:1-2 NKJV  At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another.  Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.  Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.  Matthew 24:10-12


�   Some people have interpreted “saints” to mean Jewish people here, but if that’s the case, why does God refer to Jewish people as Israel in the rest of the Bible and refers to the Church as saints in the New Testament?





� This Greek word is translated “arise” and “be assembled” in other places in the Bible.





